
 

 
 

 

ά5ŀŘŘȅΣ ƛŦ L ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΚέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
question which confronted New York Times columnist Bruce 
Feiler, a writer, scholar and the author of several books on culture 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦ  CŜƛƭŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ.  άL 
ŦǊƻȊŜΦ  L ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳƴǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧέ  όCƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
rest of his column, follow this link.) 
 

Feiler spent the rest of the week consulting with friends 
and teachers of his, including Rabbi David Wolpe.  His advice was 
for parents to ask themselves hard questions even before their 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ  ά¸ƻǳǊ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ 
thoughts are not about shƻǇǇƛƴƎΣέ ²ƻƭǇŜ ƳǳǎŜŘΦ  άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎΣέ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ 
meaningful to you. 
 

¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ CŜƛƭŜǊΩǎ 
situation and really do not know what you believe.  If you are 
ambivalent about whether God even exists, should you tell your 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΚ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ 
that the most important thing for us to do as parents is to share 
ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  άLΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΦέ  άLΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
believed in DƻŘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΦέ  άL ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΧέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  !ǎ 
LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ   
 

What I appreciate most about Schechter is that our school pays attention to the questions our kids ask as much as 
the answers.  We believe that curiosity is sacred.  We think that children have a right to wrestle with big questions.  We 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴking.  So, parents, just how do you answer in these joyful and 

challenging moments, especially if you are in process or unsure?  The same way that we do at Schechter:  Honestly. 
 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday  

October 28  

PICTURE RE- TAKE DAY 

POSTPONED 

Friday  

October 29  

12:00 PM  

DISMISSAL 

Monday ð Friday  

November 8 ð 12  
BOOK FAIR  

Monday  

November 8  

Rosh Chodesh Kislev  

8:45 am Bõnai Amoona 

Thursday  

November 11  

NO SCHOOL 

All School Conferences  

Friday  

November 12  
NO SCHOOL 

Sunday 

November 14  

Prospective Family Open House 

10:00 am ð 12:00 pm  

PA & 8 th  Grade Pasta Dinner  

Thursday  

November 18  

5 th  Grade Tikkun Ceremony  

8:45 am  

www. tinyurl.com/usconnector  
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Mrs. Gers 4 th  grade 

Math Class completed 

a unit on collecting 

data.  The students 

created unique bar 

graphs from the data 

they collected.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/17/fashion/17ThisLife.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=bruce%20feiler&st=cse
http://www.tinyurl.com/usconnector


   SSDS Highlights                Page 2 

DEVELOPMENTS         Page 2 

 
Kitah Dalet students display their handmade  



HOMEWORK HELPER REMINDER  
 

Please remember that sign ups must be done in advance and before noon on the Friday prior to the 
upcoming week.  The sign up sheet is on Martha's  desk. We must have a minimum of 4 students signed 
up each day or parents will be notified on Friday that the class is cancelled.   

 

 
ȰMY NAME IS ASHER LEVȱ 

7th & 8th grade students/faculty with  Adina Potok  (widow 

of Chaim Potok) and members of the cast of My Name is 

Asher Lev at the New Jewish Theatre.   Thanks to our 

drivers Barbara Berson,  Michal Lev  and Paulie Rose . 

 WHAT TO WEAR, WHAT TO WEAR?   

Head Covering: Boys wear a kippah throughout the school day, except during P.E. and 

recess. Girls are welcome to wear a kippah if they choose.  We also request that all Jewish male 

visitors have their heads covered.  We discourage the sharing of kippot.  We recommend labeling your 

childõs kippot or purchasing a personalized kippah for your child.  We suggest that your child keep an 

extra kippah or two in his desk.  Boys should wear kippot at all school performances.  Be proud!  On field trips boys must 

wear a kippah or cover their heads with a cap (if appropriate).   

  Shabbat and Rosh Chodesh: These are special days to recognize. Students should dress appropriately.  
 

On Friday, Erev Shabbat:  Girls should wear appropriate dresses/skirts for Shabbat.  Girls may wear leggings or 

nice pants under their skirt or dress in cold weather.  Tops must adhere to general dress code guidelines as stated in the 

Parent Handbook.  Boys must wear slacks in good condition. Shirts must be collared.  Upper School boys must also wear 

a tie.  
On Rosh Chodesh: Students who are leading the service, as well as those being called up to read Torah must be 

dressed in Shabbat attire.  

MAGAZINE SALE...Coming soon... 

Order a new magazine, renew an existing subscription, sell to your friends and family or 
buy a subscription as a gift!  Help the 8th grade of SSDS raise money for their Israel trip! 
Look for details to come home in Friday Folders soon. 
 

The sale will take place between November 19
th

 - December 3
rd

 
 

Thanks for your support! 

 
 

Vaad Chesed Spirit Week! 
November 1

st
- 5

th
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Please bring a can(s) to school 

every Friday during the month 

of November. 

 

Monday - Pajama Day 
(wear your pajamas) 

Tuesday - Green Day 
(wear green) 

Wednesday - Teacher Day 
(dress up like a teacher) 

Thursday - Twin Day 
(wear the same thing as somebody else) 

Friday - Hat Day 
(wear a hat, but still dress for Shabbat) 

SAVE THE  

NEW DATE 
 

Vaad Chesed Movie Night 

JANUARY 29
TH

 
 

 

More information to follow . 
 



 

Clear Your Book Shelves  

for a Good Cause! 
 

Once again, the SSDS Scholastic Book Fair is sponsoring a used childrenôs book drive to benefit ñHealth Care For 

Kidsò. There will be collection bags in the classrooms from October 25 through November 5. The class that collects the 

most books to donate will receive a gift certificate for the Book Fair to purchase something for their classroom library.  Last 

year SSDS was able to donate over 700 books to two wonderful organizations that make sure kids who do not have easy 

access to books have some great ñnewò books of their own.  Letôs see if we can top that number, while making room for new 

books from the Scholastic Book Fair, November 5-11. 

 
* Pepsi Refresh Project  
 

YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT HAS ITS R EWARDS!!!    
Check out this wonderful and important opportunity for Solomon Schechter!   Do a major mitzvah without 
spending a penny!   Please support our school and our community by supporting our Pepsi Refresh Grant 
Organic Gardening Initiative .  Help us su pport local food pantries year round by providing fresh produce grown 

by our own students!   This is an excellent way for our school to give back to the community and grow 
together (in more ways than one!!!)!   Have you VOTED TODAY in support of the SSDS Pep si Refresh Project? 
PLEASE VOTE 1X PER DAY THROUGH OCTOBER AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO VOTE! Vote Vote 
Vote! It is going to take EVERYONE voting to win this grant money.  Click or paste link to vote: 
http://pepsi/d Bk1zB  or vote from your mobile phone Text* 102950 to Pepsi (73774).   Thank you for your 
support! Please pass it on and pay it forward!  
 

* SSDS Chesed (Caring) Community  

 
Please help us create a stronger kehillah shel chesed  (Caring Community) and share an y news of simchas and 
sorrows within our extended Schechter family !   Any news of simcha, illness  or sorrow should be passed on to 
Nadine Spitz ( avi -nadine@013.net ), Rachel Taxman ( rachel_taxman@sbcglobal.net ), Rachel Persellin -Armoza 

(occasionsbyrachy@yahoo.com , 314.706.7149) and/or the SSDS school office (314.576.6177).   Thank you!  
 

* Next Parent Coffee  -  Wednesday,  November 3rd, 8:00  am -9:00  am  
 

Another nice turnout for this monthôs Parent Coffee!  Returning parents, newcomers, past Schechter parents -  
all enjoyed relaxing with friends and a good cup of coffee.   Look forward to seeing everyone at our next PA 
Parent Coffee, to be held in  the Levin Lobby after drop -off,  Wednesday morning, November 3rd!  

 
* Spaghetti Dinner -  Sunday, November 14th, 5:45  pm - 7:00  pm ï  

at B'nai Amoona  
 

Mark your calendars!   Join us for the first SSDS Spaghetti Dinner of the year, a fun and  yummy  get - together 
to benefit the SSDS Parents Association and the 8th Grade Israel Trip fund!   Great food, nice community -

building, hands -activities for kids to be run by our 8th grade students!   Spread the word, encourage friends to 
join us for this  enj oyable  and delicious evening!  We are making efforts to ensure that all those who wish to 
attend the dinner can do so!   In addition to a more manageable price per person, we have introduced a 
"cap", maximum cost per immediate family .  Cost for Spaghetti Din ner:   $10 for guest age 11 and up, $7 
guests ages 3 -10, Maximum cost per family is $36 .  LOOK FOR SIGN UP FLIERS SOON!  

 

* NOTE NEW TIME!   Family Giving Activity -  Preparing Bag Lunches for 
Those in Need -  Sunday, November 21st, 2:30  pm - 4:00  pm ï in the  SSD S 

Gym    
 

Mark your calendars and join us for a very special program on Sunday afternoon, November 21st , in the 

Schechter gym, as we work together as a community to prepare lunches for those in need. This is a simple 
and fun opportunity to actively give bac k and care for others, to be "Ohavei Tzedakah". Young and older, 
everyone is invited to take part in this new tradition at our school!   Mark your calendars, bring your friends, 
more sign -up information to follow!  
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Israeli Dance Party at SSDS! 
 

Two special sessions - Saturday night and Sunday afternoon!      

Saturday, October 23, 2010, 8:00 pm - 11:30 pm  

Sunday, October 24, 2010, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm  

Solomon Schechter Day School -Gym 348 S. Mason Rd., Creve Coeur, MO 63141  

$7 per person per session, at the door.  Light refreshments will be served.  

  

Schechter Friends, come join the circle! Calling Dancers new and experienced - Join the Israeli 

Dance Party!    

  

Saturday - Open Dancing: We'll dance the oldies that your feet never forgot, the big hits from 

recent years, and some new dances that will make you RUN to get into the circle. We'll mix in line 

dances--so you can really shake it up--and partner dances--we switch partners after every dance, 

so no one is left out.  Our new, amazing guest teacher, Noam Amsalem, will lead many of the 

dances and teach a new hit, too. You will LOVE watching him dance, learning from him, and 

picking up on his energy! Sunday- Workshop: - All skill levels welcome - Noam will teach the 

newest hits from Israel.  We'll all learn together!  
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BôNAI AMOONA is offering   

reduced group rates to SSDS families.   

Please call the school office for details.  
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